
 

BALE WIRE IS BALE WIRE… RIGHT? 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Baling wire can be your number one consumable expense in the operational cost of a baler.  When talking about 
bale wire many people say, “well bale wire is bale wire….right?”  Ask any baler operator “is all wire the same?” 
and they will agree with us when we say “Not so.”  The purchase of your baling wire is just as important as the 
purchase of your baler in maintaing your costs.   

Typically bale wire is measured by its tensile strength and its elongation factor. Tensile strength measures the 
ability to resist the force of being pulled apart. The higher the tensile strength the more pressure the wire can 
endure. The elongation factor is what gives the bale wire its stretch.  This is needed for when your bale is complete 
and it begins to expand.  The elongation factor, expressed as a percentage, is the ability to stretch without 
breaking. Considering both tensile strength and elongation factor is important when purchasing baling wire.  

 

Although one may believe the lowest priced wire will result in the lowest operational costs, it is not always the 
case. For example, as shown in the table below you will see less expensive wire can actually result in a higher 
cost/baled ton. The lower priced, lower quality wire typically will not be able to hold as much weight as the higher 
quality wire resulting in having to use more wire to bale the same amount of weight. Therefore the wire that costs 
you 2 cents per lb. more actually saves you money per baled ton and over the lifespan of the baler those savings 
add up.  

 

 

 



Baling Wire Cost Analysis 

(Based on 10 Gauge Black Annealed wire, 42” wide X 60” long bale) 

 WIRE ‘A’ WIRE ‘B’ 

Wire Cost/lb. ($0.00) $0.60 $0.58 

Bale Weight 2000 1800 

Cost/Baled Ton $3.10 $3.33 

Monthly Tonnage Baled 500 500 

Wire Cost/Month $1,550.00 $1,665.00 

Wire Cost/Year $18,600.00 $19,980.00 

 

Also using lower quality wire can result in having to re-bale broken bales, bales breaking while loading into the 
truck, or breaking at your clients dock which can lead to lost productivity, lower pricing for your product and even 
loads being turned down and sent back. All of which cost you money.   

Other indirect savings of using higher quality baling wire include less handling costs, less storage space, less freight 
costs, less maintance on the balers auto-tier, and less maintenance on your fork lift.  All of these lesses add up to 
more productivity and profitability.   

With bale wire being one of your main operational costs when running a baler it is important to make sure you 
are getting the best bang for your buck, as the lowest price does not always result in the lowest cost.  

If you have any questions related to baling wire feel free to contact us, Machinex Recycling Services is the proud 
distributor for Coastal Wire Company, which is regarded as the highest quality baling wire in the industry.   
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