
 

5 Cleaning Tips to Keep your Baler Healthy and Productive 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLEANING your baler is one of the easiest ways to protect your investment, while not cleaning your baler will increase the 
probability of unexpected downtime and emergency service. We understand, everyone is busy and often times cleaning 
the baler gets neglected. But the reality is you can either spend a little time and money on being proactive and cleaning 
your baler every day OR you will spend A LOT of MONEY on emergency service and downtime when your machine 
malfunctions due to lack of cleanliness.  

Here are some simple housekeeping tips you should do every day to ensure your equipment stays healthy and productive. 
The more often you do it, the easier it is and less time it will take.  

NOTE: WHEN PERFORMING ANY TYPE OF MAINTENANCE OR CLEANING OF YOUR EQUIPMENT ENSURE THE MAIN 
POWER IS OFF, LOCKED OUT AND TAGGED OUT AND THEN VERIFY THERE IS NO POWER BY TRYING TO TURN THE BALER 
ON. ALSO MAKE SURE ALL PROPER PPE IS WORN DURING ANY CLEANING ACTIVITIES.  

1. General Cleaning of the baler and around the baler: 

Cleaning material and dust off of your baler is a simple way to keep it happy and productive. Having access to compressed 
air near your baler makes cleaning quick and easy. All you need to do is blow any debris off of the baler, just make sure 
you DO NOT EXCEED 40 PSI of air pressure when cleaning your baler this way. Also make sure you clean on top of the 
hydraulic tank, keeping your hydraulic tank and surrounding components clean will help avoid hydraulic issues.  

Sweeping around the baler is also a simple and quick chore. Take 5 minutes to sweep around the footprint of your baler.  

 

 

 

 



2. Cleaning behind the baler ram: 

If you own a baler you know material will end up behind the main ram where the main cylinder is. If you neglect this part 
of your baler you can end up with a full bale of material in behind your ram. Allowing material to build up in this area can 
cause excessive pressure on your cylinder and trunnion mounts as well as extra wear on your floor and side walls.  

We understand this area of the baler is often tight and hard to get into, however if you stay on top of cleaning it you can 
often remove the guarding and reach a broom in to sweep material out. Again if you do enter the rear of the baler, ensure 
the main power is off, locked out and tagged out and make sure you verify the power is off by trying to turn the baler on.  

3. Clean/replace air breathers: 

How long would you live if you put duct tape across your mouth and nostrils? If you are David Blaine maybe 10-15 minutes 
max, but for most of us not very long. The air breather on your hydraulic tank is the way your tank breathes. When you 
let them get covered in dust you are ultimately suffocating the hydraulic tank and doing so can result in cracks and damage 
to your tank.  

Simply remove the breather and clean any debris in and around it. If there is excessive material in your air breather then 
it’s time to replace it.  

4. Clean out your tie slots:  

Cleaning out your tie slots will ensure your tier weldments will have a free and unobstructed path across the baler to the 
other side to grab the baling wire. When material gets into the tie slots you risk bending your weldments or needle heads 
and missing wires. Cleaning your tie slots is even more critical in shredded paper and trim applications.  

To clean your tie slots advance the ram to a tie position, turn the baler off and lock it out. Swing your tier open and use 
something that will fit through the tie slots that can poke material out the other side, ensure you open the off-side tier 
guard when doing this so the material will fall to the ground and can be swept up.  

5. Clean your sensors: 

The sensors on your baler are its eyes and control when it cycles and often times when the feed conveyor starts and stops. 
Cleaning these sensors ensure your baler has clear vision of the material and will know when it’s time to cycle and when 
the feed conveyor needs to stop due to material piling up. Dirty sensors can result in your baler not cycling and material 
piling up and causing a jam in the baler hopper. Also dirty sensors can cause your baler to false cycle, meaning the baler 
cycles continuously even though there is no material in the baler, this can cause unnecessary wearing of components and 
alarms.  

To clean your sensors, simply wipe or blow a small amount of air on them to remove any debris. Typically each sensor is 
a group of two so you will have an emitter on one side and a receiver on the other side. We recommend cleaning your 
sensors before shift starts, during breaks, at lunch and after the shift, this will ensure proper functionality of each sensor.  

NOTE: If you hire a contractor to do any service work or preventative maintenance on your baler, in order for them to 
best serve you it is imperative the baler is clean. If the baler is not clean it limits their ability to properly inspect and 
troubleshoot your equipment.  

Keeping your baler clean is an easy step to keep your baler healthy and productive. Be proactive, protect your investment 
and implement a cleaning program TODAY! You will save time and money in the long term.  

 


